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As per Albert Einstein, 1 cannotl conceive of a
genuine scientist withoul that profound faith, The
situation may be expressed by an image: science without
religion islame, religion without science is blind.”

ORGAN DONATION

Organ Donation is a genuine acl of love. The

commitmenl ol one person to give the gifl oflife lo another

person mirrors an essenlial foundation upon which the
teachings of science and Faith stand.

The field of Organ lransplantation has advanced
significantlv overthe vears.

Modern medical science has made it possible Lo
transplanl vital Organs like the [learl. Lungs, Liver,
Pancreas, Intestines and Kidnevs from one person to
another, thus saving the recipient's life. These intricale
surgeries involve skilled surzeons, skilled technicians,
qualified experienced nurses, ultramodern infrastructure
and the lalest medicines making Organ transplantation a
remarkable achievement of science.

Organ Donation is an issue which is globally
inlluenced by both seientific and religious perspectives,

From a scientific standpoint, Organ Donalion can
save lives and improve the quality of lile for recipients.
Advances in medical technology have made Organ
transplantation a viable solution for various Organ failures.
However, when il comes Lo faith and religion, beliefs and
practices vary widely. Some religious groups and
individuals may have concerns about Organ Donalion due
to cullural or religious beliels. IU's essenlial Lo respect these
heliefs and engage in open and respectful dialogue to
address anv misconceplions or fears.

Tilc intersection of science and [aith in Organ

Donation can give rise Lo ethical dilemmas. For instance,
how does one navigale the religious conviclions of a
potential donor or recipient when their beliefs clash with

the medical necessity of a transplant?

F'thical discussions often help find common
ground and foster understanding between the twoworlds.
Many religious leaders and organizations supporl Organ
Donalion and view il as a compassionale act that aligns
with the principles of altruism and saving lives. Some faith-
based organizations aclively promole and facilitale Organ
Donation awareness,

When someone we know dies, it can call attention
Lo the importance of the spiritual dimension oflile.

When faced with the decision of Organand Tissue

Donation during the trauma of a loved one’s death, a
person’s religion suddenly becomes very important.

As the decision is being made, Lhe question ollen
arises, *Whal is my religion’s stance on Organ and Tissue
Donation?

Most people are not aware of their religious

group’s doctrine or position regarding Organ and Tissue
Donation.

T:] encourage Organ Donalion, il's important to
bridge the gap belween science and [aith by raising
awareness, providing education. and engaging with
religious & spirilual leaders and communities Lo creale a
hetler understanding of the benefits and moral
considerations surrounding Organ transplantation.

Tilis can help overcome bharriers and increase
Organ Donalion rales in the world,

0:',0:.111 Donalion is a topic that seamlessly weaves
Lhrough the realms ol science and faith.

SCIENCE

From a scientific perspective, Organ Donation is
rooted in ethics and medical ethics.
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EArTi
While the medical and scientific aspecls ol Organ
Lransplantation are well-documented, the ethical and

religious dimensions bring unigue perspectives to this life-
saving praclice.

Budanists believe that Organ and Tissue donation
isamatter ofindividual conscience, and they place highvalue
on acls of compassion. They honour those people who
Donate LtheirOrgans for saving lives,

Roman Catholics view Organ and Tissue Donation
as an act of charity and love. The Ethical and Religions
Directives for Catholic Health Care Services, a set of
principles thal guide the healing mission ol Lhe Church,
elearly explains Lhe permissibility of Organ Donalions.

Hindu iyvLhology has slories inwhich Lhe
parls of the human body are used [or Lhe benelil ol
other humans and sociely. There is nothing in the
Hindu religion indicating that parts of humans.,
dead or alive, cannot be used to alleviate the
sulfering ol otherhumans.

Lite after death is a strong belief of
Hindus and is an ongoing process of rebirth,
The law of Karma decides which way the soul will
goin Lhe nextlife.

T he Bhiagavad Gita describes the mortal body and
the immortal soul simply like Lhe relationship of clothes to a
body:

“Casamsi jirnani vatha vihayanavani grhnati naro
‘paranilatha sarirani vihaya jirnanyanyvani samyati navandi
dehi.”

Asa persen puls on new garments giving up the old
ones the soul similarly accepls new material bodies giving up

One of the basic aims of the Muslim faith is the
saving of life: This is a fundamental aim of the Shariah and

muslims believe that Allah greatly rewards those who save
others fromdeath,

Mustim scholars of the most prestigious academies
are unanimous in declaring that Organ Donation is an act of
meriland incerlain circumslances can be an obligation,

The sikh philosophy and teachings place greal
emphasis on the importance of giving and pulling others
before onesell.

* Where self exisls, there is no God. Where God
exists, there is no sell.”—Guru Nanak, Guro Granth Sahib

The Sikh faith stresses the importance of performing noble

deeds.

There are many examples of selfless giving and
sacrifice in Sikh leachings by the 1o Gurus and other Sikhs,

"ﬁw true servants of God are Lhose who
serve Him through helping others™ Guru Nanak,
Guru Granth Sahib,

Sil-:hs believe life alfter death is a
continuous cvele ol rebirth but the physical body
is nol needed in this cvele—a person’s soul is | the]
real essence.

CONCLUSIONY

Organ donation is a unigue arena where science
and faith meel.

LAL GOEL

While the scientific community continues to
advance the field ol ansplantation, religious perspectives
offer moral and ethical considerations Lhat guide this
praclice.

Blridging the gap between these lwo worlds
reqguires open dialogue, ethical deliberation. and respect for
diverse heliefs.

D'llimal.clj.'. il is the harmonious coexistence ol
science and laith that allows Organ transplantation 1o be a

beacon ol hope and a testament to the polential for human
cooperationand compassion,
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